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DETAILED ACTION 



Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1 1 14 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
11/28/2005 has been entered. Claims 1,4-6, 9-11, 13, 14, 18-20, 23-25, 28-30, 32, 33, 
37, 38, 1 16, 131 and 133-144 are pending. 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 1 , 20 and 1 35 are objected to because of the following informalities: 



Claim 1: 

Line 1 1 : "received" should be replaced with --accessed-, in order to avoid a lack 
of proper antecedent basis for "the data received by the remote device". Note that claim 
1, line 9, recites "accessing". 

Line 12, "lest" should be replaced with --least-, in order to correct a 
typographical spelling error. 
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Claim 20, line 12: "the" (first occurrence) should be deleted, in order to avoid a lack of 
proper antecedent basis for "the data received from the network location". 

Claim 135: 

Line 2, -connect-- should be inserted after "to", in order to correspond with claim 
134, line 3. 

Line 4, -information- should be inserted after "code", in order to correspond with 
claim 134, lines 3-5. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 20, 23, 28, 29 and 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Hudetz et al (US 6,199,048, previously cited). 

Hudetz et al teaches a portal (service provider 22, see figure 1) for processing 
information, comprising; a first interface (an interface connected to link 50, for example, 
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see figure 1) for receiving information from a plurality of bar code scanners (local host 
28 in combination with input device 44, see figure 1 and column 5, lines 13-26. Note 
that while only a single local host 28 and input device 44 are shown in figure 1 , clearly 
service provider 22, which is an Internet service provider, is designed to be used with a 
plurality of local hosts and input devices, see column 5, lines 6-11), the received 
information from each bar code scanner including bar code information (information 
from bar code 46, figure 1 and column 6, lines 7-17, such as UPC fields 70 and 72, 
figure 4 and column 7, lines 2-42); and a processor (not shown, but necessarily present 
at service provider 22) for: identifying at least a portion of the destination information 
(information in field 74, such as URL information, see figure 4 and column 7, lines 2-42) 
stored in a database (relational database 60, see figures 1,4 and column 7, lines 2-42) 
based on at least a portion of the received bar code information (the information in UPC 
fields 70 and 72) wherein the database includes destination information (field 74) 
associated with one or more bar codes (the field 74 is associated with the fields 70 and 
72, which is represented by the bar code 46) and the database being accessible by the 
processor (the database 60 is accessible by the service provider 22, see figure 1 and 
column 7, lines 2-3), accessing a network location (remote nodes 24 or 26, for example, 
which contain the information referenced by the URL, see figure 1 and column 5, lines 
55-65) referenced by the identified portion of the destination information (the URL of 
field 74), and providing data (the information stored at the URL) received from the 
network location (nodes 24 or 26) to users of the bar code scanners (the user of the 
local host 28 and input device 44); the information received from the bar code scanners 



Application/Control Number: 09/827,466 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2876 

being in an encrypted form (the bar code information is communicated from the local 
host 26/input device 44 in an encoded form according to the particular communications 
protocol being used, thus, the information can be considered encrypted), further 
comprising the processor decrypting the received information (the service provider 22 
will extract the information transmitted by the local host 28 and input device 44 from the 
encoded form of the particular communications protocol being used); wherein the bar 
codes are disassociated with destination information associated with those bar codes 
(for example, when a network address is changed/updated the previous network 
address will be disassociated with the bar code, see column 3 lines 1-37, and column 3 
line 58 - column 4 line 31); associating a bar code image file with one or more of the bar 
codes (the information encoded by the bar code 46 represents a bar code image file, 
since the image of the bar code represents the information encoded therein); wherein 
the network location is an Internet location (nodes 24 and 26 are Internet 20 locations); 
(also see figures 1, 2, 4, 5, 7, 10, column 3 lines 1-37, column 3 line 58 - column 4, line 
31, column 4 line 64 - column 5 line 65, column 6 lines 7-18, column 7 line 1 - column 9 
line 20, column 9, lines 43-54 and column 10 lines 5-12). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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5. Claims 1, 4, 5, 9-11, 13, 14, 18, 19, 24, 30, 32, 33 and 37 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hudetz et al (US 6,199,048 B1) in view of 
Sloane (US 5,918,211). 

Re claims 1,4, 5, 9, 10, 13, 14, 18, 19, 24, 32, 33 and 37: The teachings of 
Hudetz et al have been discussed above. 

Hudetz et al fails to specifically teach receiving source information identifying a 
user of the bar code scanners; providing data to at least one user of at least one of the 
bar code scanner based on the received source information; wherein receiving the 
information from the bar code scanners comprises receiving user identification 
information associated with the bar code scanners; receiving time information from one 
or more of the bar code scanner; receiving location information from one or more of the 
bar code scanners; wherein the information is received by the remote device wirelessly. 

Sloane teaches receiving information, at a remote device (retailer 
computer/controller 12, see figures 3A-7), from a plurality of bar code scanners (20, see 
figure 2A and 5), the received information from each bar code scanner including bar 
code information (UPC code information, see figure 5) and source information (for 
example, a terminal or network identification of the bar code scanner 20, that would 
necessarily be required if a plurality of bar code scanners are being used at the same 
frequency in the wireless network, see column 7, lines 58-61) identifying a user of the 
bar code scanners (the terminal or network identification of the bar code scanner 20 
identifies a user of the bar code scanner, since the bar code scanner 20 is associated 
with a frequent shopper card account, see column 3, lines 33-37 and column 7, lines 
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27-40); providing data (product or promotion information, for example, see column 7, 
line 65 - column 8, line 12) to at least one user of at least one of the bar code scanners 
based on the received source information; wherein receiving the information from the 
bar code scanners comprises receiving user identification information (a frequent 
shopper card account information, for example, see column 3, lines 33-37) associated 
with the bar code scanners; receiving time information from one or more of the bar code 
scanner (the time the user scans their frequent shopper card and/or specific UPC 
codes, for example); receiving location information from one or more of the bar code 
scanners (the retailer computer/controller 12 receives location information through video 
camera 44a, see figure 2c and column 9, lines 27-42); wherein the information is 
received by the remote device wirelessly (see column 7, lines 49-62) (also see figures 
2A-7, 9-13; column 3, lines 33-47, column 4, lines 1-13; column 6, line 64 - column 7, 
line 3; column 7, lines 27-40; column 7, line 49 - column 8, line 12; column 8, lines 50- 
63; and column 9, lines 5-42). 

In view of Sloane's teachings, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to include, with the system as taught by Hudetz et 
al, receiving source information identifying a user of the bar code scanners; providing 
data to at least one user of at least one of the bar code scanner based on the received 
source information; wherein receiving the information from the bar code scanners 
comprises receiving user identification information associated with the bar code 
scanners; receiving time information from one or more of the bar code scanner; 
receiving location information from one or more of the bar code scanners; wherein the 
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information is received by the remote device wirelessly; in order to allow the use of a 
portable bar code scanner in a shopping environment to provide additional product 
information and/or special promotions to specific users, thereby increasing sales. 

Re claims 1 1 and 30: The teachings of Hudetz et al as modified by Sloane have 
been discussed above. 

Hudetz et al as modified by Sloane fails to specifically teach associating security 
information with one or more of the bar code scanners before allowing use of the one or 
more scanners. 

However, official notice is taken that at the time of the invention it was old and 
well known to those of ordinary skill in the art to require a password or personal 
identification number when logging-in to an ISP or when accessing a computer terminal 
(such as the service provider 22 and local host 28/input device 44, as taught by Hudetz 
et al), in order to prevent unauthorized persons from gaining access. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to include, with the method and portal as taught by Hudetz et al as 
modified by Sloane, associating security information with one or more of the bar code 
scanners before allowing use of the one or more scanners, in order to prevent 
unauthorized persons from gaining access to the system, thereby improving security. 

6. Claim 131 and 133 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hudetz et al. 
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As discussed above, Hudetz et al teaches a method comprising: receiving bar 
codes (bar code symbol 46, see figure 2) selected by a group of users using bar code 
readers (users of local host 28 and input device 44, see figures 1 and 2); allowing the 
group of users to connect to an Internet portal (service provider 22, see figure 1) in 
response to receiving the bar codes; permitting the group of users to access a common 
web page (stored at the location identified by URL field 74, see figure 4) based on 
information encoded in each bar code (UPC fields 70 and 72) and based on destination 
information (the URL 74 of the Web-site associated with UPC fields 70 and 72) 
corresponding to the received bar codes, wherein the destination information is 
accessible from the Internet portal; receiving bar codes selected by a group of users 
using bar code readers each bar code associated with source information (such as a 
terminal or network identification of the local host 28 or a user's login information, for 
example) identifying a user of the bar code readers; providing data received from the 
Internet portal to said at least one user of at least one of the bar code readers based on 
the received source information (the service provider 22 must have an identification of 
the local host 28, in order to know which information to send to a specific local host 28, 
for example). 

Hudetz et al fails to specifically teach permitting the group of users to 
communicate with each other through the common web page. 

However, official notice is taken that at the time of the invention it was well known 
to those of ordinary skill in the art that a group of users can communicate with each 
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other through a common web page (for example, users can communicate with each 
other through chat rooms, message boards, forums, etc., located at a web site). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to include, with the method as taught by Hudetz et al, permitting 
the group of users to communicate with each other through the common web page, (for 
example, in order to allow users to access information such as product, book, or movie 
reviews, etc., written by other users), thereby encouraging continued use of the web 
page(s). 

7. Claims 134-136 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hudetz et al in view of Bianco (US 5,979,762, previously cited). 

The teachings of Hudetz et al have been discussed above. 

Hudetz et al fails to specifically teach allowing at least one user to connect to the 
Internet portal when encryption of bar code information is not indicated and not allowing 
the user to connect to the Internet portal when encryption of the bar code information is 
indicated; connecting said at least one user to the Internet portal depending upon 
whether the encryption of the bar code information is turned off. 

Bianco teaches a method for providing encrypted bar codes and allowing a user 
access to selected information/areas in dependence of whether the bar code is 
encrypted or not (see figures 2-3, column 2 lines 48-64, and column 3 line 15 - column 5 
line 42). 
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In view of Bianco's teachings, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to include, with the method as taught by Hudetz et 
al, allowing at least one user to connect to the Internet portal when encryption of bar 
code information is not indicated and not allowing the user to connect to the Internet 
portal when encryption of the bar code information is indicated; connecting said at least 
one user to the Internet portal depending upon whether the encryption of the bar code 
information is turned off, in order to provide greater security. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claims 6 and 25 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

9. Claims 116 and 137-144 have been allowed over the prior art of record. 

1 0. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter and the reasons for allowance: The prior art of record, taken alone or in 
combination, fails to teach or fairly suggest: (regarding claim 6) wherein receiving the 
information comprising receiving a portion of the destination information associated with 
the bar code information (as recited in claim 6) in combination with maintaining a 
database of bar codes and destination information associated with the bar codes and 
identifying at least a portion of the destination information stored in the database based 
on at least a portion of the received bar code information (as recited in claim 1, from 
which claim 6 depends); (regarding claim 25) wherein the received information 
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comprises a portion of the destination information associated with the bar codes (as 
recited in claim 25) in combination with identifying at least a portion of the destination 
information stored in a database based on at least a portion of the received bar code 
information, wherein the database includes destination information associated with one 
or more bar codes (as recited in claim 20, from which claim 25 depends); (regarding 
claim 116) the bar code having an associated prefix portion, wherein the prefix portion 
indicated whether to deactivate encryption, receiving information represented in the 
prefix portion of the bar code and connecting a user to the entity based on information 
represented in the bar code and based on information represented in the prefix portion; 
(regarding claim 1 37) where the bar code has an associated prefix portion that indicates 
whether to deactivate encryption, receiving at a device, bar code information and 
information represented by the prefix portion and based on the information represented 
by the prefix portion, displaying at least a portion of the bar code information on a 
display associated with the device or connecting the device to a remote location 
indicated in the bar code information; in combination with the other limitations as recited 
in the claims. 

Hudetz et al teaches determining destination information (URL field 74, see 
figure 4) based upon received bar code information (UPC fields 70 and 72, see figure 4) 
and Wilz, Sr. et al teaches determining destination information (URL 38A, see figure 6B) 
from a received bar code (38B, see figure 6B) (the URL is encoded in the bar code). 
However, there is no teaching or suggestion to combine the teachings of the prior art so 
as to determine a portion of the destination information from a database that associated 
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destination information with bar code information and receiving a portion of the 
destination information from the bar code reader. 

Bianco teaches a bar code strip 20 including bar code 12 and bar code 22 (see 
figure 2). While bar code symbol 22 is encrypted (see column 4, lines 1-9), Bianco does 
not teach or suggest a method having a bar code including a prefix portion where the 
prefix portion indicates whether to deactivate encryption; and connecting and/or 
displaying information based on information represented in the prefix portion. 



Response to Arguments 

11. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 4, 5, 9-11, 13, 14, 18-20, 23, 24, 28- 
30, 33, 37, 38, and 131 have been considered but are moot in view of the new 
ground(s) of rejection. The teachings of Hudetz et al, Sloane and Bianco have been 
discussed above. 

12. In addition, O'Hagan et al (US 6,595,417, previously cited) is being cited as 
evidence that it was old and well known to those of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to require a personal identification number to be entered into a terminal in 
order to allow use of the terminal/network (see at least figure 13 and column 16, lines 7- 
21) and Bayrakeri (US 6,185,602, previously cited) is being as evidence that it was old 
and well known to those of ordinary skill in the art to allow users to communicate with 
each other through an Internet web page or chat room (see at least column 1, lines 31- 
37). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jared J. Fureman whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2391. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00 am - 4:30 PM M-T, and 
every other Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael G. Lee can be reached on (571) 272-2398. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Jared J. Fureman 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2876 



February 21, 2006 



